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NYS Recordkeeping Requirements

New York State’s Pesticide Reporting Law (PRL)
(Environmental Conservation Law Article 33 Title 12 Section 1205) 
and the corresponding regulations (Title 6 NYCRR Part 325.25), 
requires every certified commercial applicator, certified private 
applicator, and certified commercial technician, to maintain 
daily use records for all pesticide activities and to maintain 
those records for a minimum of 3 years.
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Commercial 
Applicators
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Certified Commercial Applicators, Certified Technicians, 
and Anti-Fouling Paint Applicators
• Must record the following information for every pesticide application:

• EPA Registration Number*
• Product name*
• Quantity of each pesticide used* (undiluted amount)
• Date applied*
• Location of application by address, municipality, and zip code*
• Dosage rates (e.g., 2 oz/gal)
• Methods of Application (e.g., backpack sprayer, granular spreader)
• Target organisms (plant, insect, disease, etc., that you want to kill/repel/reduce)
• Specific place of application (e.g., baseboards, trees, soil, perimeter of 

structure)
*Records that must be reported annually
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Address of Application vs. Place of Application
Address of Application: The general location of the application. Must include street 
number, street name, county, municipality, and zip code. In areas that have no street 
number and street name, the following may be used:
• cross-roads
• mile markers
• utility pole numbers
• or another agreed-upon location identifier (not including GPS coordinates). Please 

check with your regional DEC office if a location identifier is acceptable for use.

Place of Application: The detailed description of where the product was applied. 
Can include:
• The target surface (e.g., lawn, fence, baseboards, pine trees) 
• A detailed map of the application site(s)
• GPS coordinates
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Quantity Used vs. Dosage Rate
Quantity Used: The undiluted amount of product used in the application.
• Example: If you diluted 0.5 fluid ounces per gallon of a pesticide product and 

applied 1,000 gallons, you need to record that 500 fluid ounces of the product 
was applied, not 1,000 gallons of the mixture.

Dosage Rate: The mixing or application rate listed on the label (can be a 
fraction of two units or a percent solution).
• Example: If the label lists 0.5 fl oz/gal as the mixing rate and you applied 500 fl

oz/1,000 gallons, record the dosage rate as 0.5 fl oz/gal.
• If the pesticide is a ready-to-use (RTU) product, enter the rate as indicated in the 

label directions. If there is no rate indicated in the label directions, enter RTU.
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Don’t Forget to Record These!
• “Weed and Feed” fertilizer products should have 

an EPA Reg. No. and must be included in daily 
use records.

• Minimum Risk products must be included in daily 
use records, even though they are not included 
in annual reports.
• Minimum Risk products will not have an EPA Reg. No., 

but they can generally be identified by their active 
ingredients (e.g., citronella, peppermint oil, lauryl 
sulfate). A full list of Minimum Risk active ingredients can 
be found on EPA’s Minimum Risk webpage.

https://www.epa.gov/minimum-risk-pesticides/conditions-minimum-risk-pesticides


Recordkeeping Examples
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Applicators Responsibility
• Certified Applicators and Certified Technicians are 

individually responsible for recording the applications they 
make. 

• Applications made by apprentices must be included in the 
daily use records of the supervising Certified Applicator (not 
a Technician).
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Form 26 aka (44-15-26)

• DEC’s Form 26 can be used to fulfill recordkeeping (and 
reporting) requirements for applicators.

• Form 26 is available for download in both paper format and 
electronic format.



Paper Form 26
(front and back)



To Download the Paper Form 26:
• Go to www.dec.ny.gov
• Select “Pesticides” from the “Prevent Pollution” 

drop-down at the top
• Select “Forms Related to Pesticides” in the 

green box on the left
• Select “Applicator/Technician Pesticide Annual 

Report 44-15-26”

http://www.dec.ny.gov/


Screen Shot of Form 26?

Electronic Form 26
This Form 26 was individually downloaded under Option D Excel Forms and opened in Microsoft Excel



Electronic Form 26 can be accessed by:
• Going to www.nysprl.com
• Select “Download one of our free 

electronic reporting programs”
• Download or install the reporting option 

that you prefer to work with or is 
compatible with your technology

For more information on the 
reporting options, go to DEC’s 
“PRL Electronic Reporting” 
PowerPoint

http://www.nysprl.com/
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Annual Reports
Commercial Applicators and Technicians are required to 
report their pesticide applications to DEC every year by 
February 1st (even if they made no applications!).
See DEC’s presentation “PRL Reporting Requirements for 
Applicators” on what must be reported and which forms to 
use.
and
DEC’s presentation “PRL Electronic Reporting” on how to 
format and submit reports electronically.
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Private 
Applicators
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Certified Private Applicators
• Must maintain records of the following information:

• Restricted pesticides purchased
• Crops treated with restricted pesticides
• Methods of application
• Dates of application

• Records must be maintained for 3 years and shall be available for inspection 
upon request by the Department.

• The “Pesticide Application Recordkeeping Form for Private Applicators” can be 
used as a template to fulfill recordkeeping requirements for NYS and is available 
online on DEC’s Pesticide Webpage under “Forms Related to Pesticides”.

https://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/52682.html


Private Record keeping form
Pesticide Application Recordkeeping Form

for Private Applicators
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WPS Records
• Certified private applicators, pesticide handlers, and others applying 

pesticides on an agricultural establishment must also maintain records 
required by the Worker Protection Standard (WPS).

• The “Pesticide Application Recordkeeping Form for Private Applicators” 
can also be used to fulfill most WPS recordkeeping requirements.

• WPS also requires employers to maintain records of the Safety Data 
Sheets of the pesticides applied.

• All WPS records must be retained for 2 years and must be available for 
inspection upon request.

• Go to www.pesticideresources.org for more information on WPS 
requirements.

http://www.pesticideresources.org/

	PRL: Recordkeeping Requirements for Pesticide Applicators
	NYS Recordkeeping Requirements
	Commercial Applicators
	Certified Commercial Applicators, Certified Technicians, and Anti-Fouling Paint Applicators
	Address of Application vs. Place of Application
	Quantity Used vs. Dosage Rate
	Don’t Forget to Record These!
	Slide Number 8
	Applicators Responsibility
	Form 26 aka (44-15-26)
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Annual Reports
	Private Applicators
	Certified Private Applicators
	Slide Number 18
	WPS Records

